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DAKUTEN are the two small strokes that change the sound of symbols.
 

The  ‘k’  sound becomes a  ‘g’  sound so  ‘ka’  か becomes  ‘ga’  が
The  ’s’  sound becomes a  ‘z’  sound so  ’sa’  さ becomes  ‘za’  ざ
The  ‘t’  sound becomes a  ‘d’  sound so  ‘ta’  た becomes  ‘da’  だ

The  ‘h’  sound becomes a  ‘b’  sound so  ‘ha’  は becomes  ‘ba’  ば

HANDAKUTEN is a small circle that changes 'h' to 'p'. So  ‘ha’  は  becomes  ‘pa’  ぱ

YŌON uses smaller than usual versions of one of the three ‘y’ kana, ya, yu or yo to make a
contracted word. For example kyō ( meaning "today") is written きょう with the

smaller ‘yo’ and kiyō, (meaning "skillful") , which is written きよう has a full-sized ‘yo’. 
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